Excerpt: Constitution of The People’s Republic Of Bangladesh
1972

Part II: Fundamental Principles of State Policy

8. Fundamental principles.

(1) The principles of absolute trust and faith in the Almighty Allah, nationalism, democracy and
socialism meaning economic and social justice, together with the principles derived from
them as set out in this Part, shall constitute the fundamental principles of state policy. (1A).
Absolute trust and faith in the Almighty Allah shall be the basis of all actions.

(2) The principles set out in this Part shall be fundamental to the governance of Ban- gladesh,
shall be applied by the State in the making of laws, shall be a guide to the interpretation of
the Constitution and of the other laws of Bangladesh, and shall form the basis of the work of
the State and of its citizens, but shall not be judicially enforceable.

9. Promotion of local Government institutions.

The State shall encourage local Government institutions composed of representatives of the areas

concerned and in such institutions special representation shall be given, as far as possible, to

peasants, workers and women.

10. Participation of women in national life.
Steps shall be taken to ensure participation of women in all spheres of national life.

11. Democracy and human rights.

The Republic shall be a democracy in which fundamental human rights and freedoms and respect
for the dignity and worth of the human person shall be guaranteed, and in which effective
participation by the people through their elected representatives in administration at all levels
shall be ensured....

13. Principles of ownership.

The people shall own or control the instruments and means of production and distribution, and
with this end in view ownership shall assume the following forms: (a) state ownership, that is
ownership by the State on behalf of the people through the creation of an efficient and dynamic
nationalised public sector embracing the key sectors of the economy; (b) co-operative ownership,
that is ownership by co-operatives on behalf of their members within such limits as may be
prescribed by law; and private ownership, that is ownership by individuals within such limits as
may be prescribed by law.

14. Emancipation of peasants and workers.
It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to emancipate the toiling masses the peasants

and workers and backward sections of the people from all forms and exploitation.

15. Provision of basic necessities.



It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to attain, through planned eco- nomic growth,
a constant increase of productive forces and a steady improvement in the material and cultural
standard of living of the people, with a view to securing to its citizens: (a) the provision of the
basic necessities of life, including food, clothing, shelter, education and medical care; (b) the
right to work, that is the right to guaranteed employment at a reasonable wage having regard to
the quantity and quality of work; (c) the right to reasonable rest, recreation and leisure; and the
right to social security, that is to say to public assistance in cases of undeserved want arising
from un- employment, illness or disablement, or suffered by widows or orphans or in old age, or
in other such cases.

16. Rural development and agricultural revolution.

The State shall adopt effective measures to bring about a radical transformation in the rural areas
through the promotion of a agricultural revolution, the provision of rural electrifica- tion, the
development of cottage and other industries, and the improvement of education, communications
and public health, in those areas, so as progressively to remove the disparity in the standards of
living between the urban and the rules areas.

17. Free and compulsory education.

The State shall adopt effective measures for the purpose of: (a) establishing a uni- form, mass-
oriented and universal system of education and extending free and compulsory education to all
children to such stage as may be determined by law... cont.

20. Work as a right and duty.

(1) Work is a right, a duty and a matter of honour for every citizen who is capable of working,
and everyone shall be paid for his work on the basis of the principle “from each according to his
abilities to each according to his work.” (2) The State shall endeavour to create conditions in
which, as a general principle, per- sons shall not be able to enjoy unearned incomes, and in
which human labour in every form, intellectual and physical, shall become a fuller expression of
creative endeavour and of the human personality....

23. National Culture.
The State shall adopt measures to conserve the cultural traditions and heritage of the people, and
so to foster and improve the national language, literature and the arts that all sections of the
people are afforded the opportunity to contribute towards and to participate in the enrichment of
the national culture....

25. Promotion of international peace, security and solidarity.

(1) The State shall base its international relations on the principles of respect for national
sovereignty and equality, non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, peaceful
settlement of international disputes, and respect for international law and the principles
enunciated in the United Nations Charter, and on the basis of those principle shall: (a) strive for
the renunciation of the use of force in international relations and for general and complete
disarmament; (b) uphold the right of every people freely to deter- mine and build up its own



social, economic and political system by ways and means of its own free choice; and support
oppressed peoples throughout the world waging a just struggle against imperialism, colonialism
or racialism....

27. Equality before law.
All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law.

28. Discrimination on grounds of religion, etc.

(1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race caste,
sex or place of birth. (2) Women shall have equal rights with men in all spheres of the State and
of public life. (3) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth
be subjected to any disability, liability, restriction or condition with regard to access to any place
of public entertainment or resort, or admission to any educational institution....

31. Right to protection of law. To enjoy the protection of the law, and to be treated in accordance
with law, and only in accordance with law, is the inalienable right of every citizen, wherever he
may be, and of every other person for the time being within Bangladesh, and in particular no
action detrimental to the life, liberty, body, reputation or property of any person shall be taken
except in accordance with law.

32. Protection of right to life and personal liberty. No person shall be deprived of life or personal
liberty save in accordance with law.

33. Safeguards as to arrest and detention.

(1) No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being in- formed, as soon as
may be of the grounds for such arrest, nor shall he be denied the right to consult and be defended
by a legal practitioner of his choice. (2) Every person who is arrested and detained in custody
shall be produced before the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty four hours of such
arrest, excluding the time necessary for the journey from the place of arrest to the court of the
magistrate, and no such person shall be detained in custody beyond the said period without the
authority of a magistrate....

34. Prohibition of forced labour.
(1) All forms of forced labour are prohibited and any contravention of this provision shall be an
offence punishable in accordance with law....

35. Protection in respect of trial and punishment.

(1) No person shall be convicted to any offence except for violation of a law in force at the time
of the commission of the act charged as an offence, nor be subjected to a penalty greater than, or
different from that which might have been inflicted under the law in force at the time of the
commission of the offence. (2) No person shall be prosecuted and punished for the same offence
more than once. (3) Every person accused of a criminal offence shall have the right to a speedy
and public trial by an independent and impartial court or tribunal established by law. (4) No



person accused of any offence shall be compelled to be a witness against himself. (5) No person
shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment or treatment....

36. Freedom of movement.

Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the public interest, every citizen shall
have the right to move freely throughout Bangladesh, to reside and settle in any place therein and
to leave and re-enter Bangladesh.

37. Freedom of assembly.

Every citizen shall have the right to assemble and to participate in public meetings and pro-
cessions peacefully and without arms, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in
the interests of public order health.

38. Freedom of association.
Every citizen shall have the right to form associations or unions, subject to any reasonable
restrictions imposed by law in the interests of morality or public order.

39. Freedom of thought and conscience, and of speech.

(1) Freedom or thought and conscience is guaranteed. (2) Subject to any reasonable restrictions
imposed by law in the interests of the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign states,
public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to
an offence: (a) the right of every citizen of freedom of speech and expression; and freedom of the
press, are guaranteed.

40. Freedom of profession or occupation.

Subject to any restrictions imposed by law, every citizen possessing such quali- fications, if any,
as may be prescribed by law in relation to his profession, occupation, trade or business shall have
the right to enter upon any lawful profession or occupation, and to conduct any lawful trade or
business.

41. Freedom of religion.

(1) Subject to law, public order and morality: (a) every citizen has the right to profess, practice
or propagate any religion; (b) every religious community or denomination has the right to
establish, maintain and manage its religious institutions. (2) No person attending any educational
institution shall be required to receive re- ligious instruction, or to take part in or to attend any
religious ceremony or worship, if that instruction, ceremony or worship relates to a religion other
than his own.

42. Rights to property.

(1) Subject to any restrictions imposed by law, every citizen shall have the right to acquire, hold,
transfer or otherwise dispose of property, and no property shall be compulsorily acquired,
nationalised or requisitioned save by authority of law....



43. Protection of home and correspondence.

Every citizen shall have the right, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the
interests of the security of the State, public order, public morality or public health: (a) to be
secured in his home against entry, search and seizure; and to the privacy of his correspondence
and other means of communication.

Source: University of Minnesota Human Rights Library, www1.umn.edu/humanrts/research/
bangladesh-constitution.pdf.



